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STOLEN GENERATIONS — NATIONAL APOLOGY — TENTH ANNIVERSARY 

Statement by Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [2.06 pm]: Today marks the tenth 
anniversary of the Australian government’s national apology to the stolen generations. The apology was seen by 
many as a significant turning point in acknowledging the injustices of past government policies, particularly the 
forced removal of Aboriginal children from their families and communities. It is estimated that in the 60 years 
prior to 1970, between 10 and 30 per cent of Aboriginal children nationwide were forcibly removed from their 
families. In Western Australia, children were sent to institutions in the south west such as New Norcia, the 
Moore River native settlement at Mogumber, the Carrolup native settlement in Katanning, and Roelands native 
mission farm at Roelands. Many children suffered harsh and inhumane treatment while living in state care or with 
their adoptive households. Records indicate that children were frequently abused and given limited or no contact 
with their families. The policies of child removal broke important links to country, culture and family, and has left 
a lasting and intergenerational impact that continues to affect the lives and wellbeing of Aboriginal people today. 
The apology was another step towards reconciliation. Although it could never undo the injustices of the past, the 
apology laid the foundations to build a shared future, based on mutual understanding and respect. 

Ten years on, there is still much work to be done. The Closing the Gap report that is released annually to coincide 
with the apology anniversary reminds us all that although there have been some successes, we still have a long 
way to go to address Aboriginal disadvantage. For meaningful change to occur, the Aboriginal community needs 
to be empowered to take control of their own lives and drive solutions that are culturally strong and locally 
responsive. That is why I am very proud of the young Aboriginal leaders who travelled to Canberra last week to 
represent Western Australia at the Closing the Gap Refresh Special Gathering. I would like to thank Dr Kim Isaacs, 
Daniel Morrison, Jahna Cedar, Gordon Cole and Trevor Donaldson for being such a strong voice for 
Western Australia during these discussions. Having Aboriginal people at the forefront of policy design and 
implementation will help ensure we can move forward as a nation where we acknowledge the struggles of the past 
but promote a unified and positive approach going forward. 

I commend our former Prime Minister Mr Kevin Rudd and his federal Labor government for the formal apology 
10 years ago today, and look forward to continuing this journey of reconciliation together into the future.  
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